CAR and DRIVER ROAD TEST

Jaguar42 XK-E

Give it another year or two of loving attention
and it’s bound to make the Queen’s list of birthday honors

I you Faithfol Readeos still holding
A your breath for the V-12 Jaguar
XK-F moy exhale. It simply fsn't time yet
But while we watt, here comes the XK-E
for roview againm, still recking with class
And nince we haven't sald a word aboul
the car for a couple of years, we muy us
well examine the old lady and see how
they've been umusing themselves over there
ut the fuctory for ull this time.

I the apparent complacency in Coventry
tends to infurinte you, fook nt it this way
Time flses for everyone except the Jaguar
people. For them it passes in stately re-
view. In this evolutionsry context, the
years have merely served to give them time
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10 lovingly bring the XK-E to full hloam.
A tasteful touch of refinement here, an
unostentatioos  modification  there. Ity
ruther like breeding o Derdy winper, or »
Chelses Flower Show champion rhodo-
deodron.  As  they uvndoubiedly say at
Joguar, “You simply can't nsh these
things, old boy, 1t takes time.”

And then oo, they probubly talk abouwt
“not pelting off & winning horse” Even if
vou're  wn  automotive  firesin-the-guts,
change for the sake of change, revotution-
ist you'll huve (O ndomit thiat that's what 1he
Jaguar people huve still got with the XK-E,
They hod one from the moment they un
wrapped the first brukeless, over-beating,

Shelby Cobra-like, roughneck prodilction
model in 1962, and they've got one with
the well.manicured. smooth  operating.
slicked down version we're tulking ubout
1oday.

O the other hund, Jook around in the
market place 10 check on the XK-E's com-
petition und  you'tl find  yoursell asking
where ity ull gone. Tuke $6000 and 2o
Jooking for » well-mannered, loxurious 2
seater thit doesn’s label you rmouvenn pichs
or boy racer, and there's presions litthe
left to choose from.

1t comes down in the end to ane of three
cary; the Lotus Elun SE4, the Porsche amd
the XK-E’» oldest rival on the American
market, the Corvete,

For the conservative buyer, wnd you
know in your beart that the XK-E buyer
B cumservative, the Lotus Flan, at S4795,
s something Of 4 fier, even (I Lotun has
gone public. Porsche weems delermined 10
price (tself oul of the market. And although
the Corvetle Is boched by (he General Mo-
tors Acceptance Corporation ued & o fine
and handvome machine. it's still the sort of
onr that one of these doys Hugh Hefner is go-
ing to paint pink und give uway Lo his Pluy-
mate of the Year. And if thar doesn't affect
your cultural taste, the Coryetie, with the
Introduction of the aluminum 427 Chevy,
hux moved s far inte the hewl-snupping
huckside-booting performance world it hna
probably started 10 creite yet another
culture all of s own,

Sa, having selected and not settled for
the E-type. in this case the 4.2 Rouwdsier,
let’s see what wou're potting for your
money, Before launching inte the lisn of
“Now Features of 1969° which, upart from
u couple of major improvements, includes
such innovating federal government in
spirod tonches a = new license plate
mounting ussembly, new xide marker re-
flectors und an  undegislated heavy  duty
alternator, it might be as well 10 review
the basic and pocient formula for the
XK-E.

Since the introduction of the 42 lter
XK engine, which replaced the 3.5 in 1965,
and the fully synchromesh 4-speed muanual
transmission {automatic i only avallable
an the 242 model) inroduced in the same
year, the engine and drivetrnin assembly
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have gone basicully unaltered,

The stressed steel monocoque body shell,
with o wbular stee! sub-frame assembly at
the fromt and fubricated steel sub-frame
assembly a1 the rear, also remuins unal-
tered. It would be falily tough to improve
on this layoot soyway. In the first place it
provides extremely high torsional rigidisy
responsible in large measure for the car's
highly predictable and excelleat handling
charscteristics, In the second place, |t
makes the cor ensy to mend, since both
sub-frame aswmblies are of the Amock.
ol /balt-omn  variety. Damage the mono-
coque b and you're in a different kind
of trouble,

Apart from the engine and transmission,
the fromt sub-frame carries the suspension
and the rack-and-pinion steering gear. The
suspension, like n lot of other basic fea-
tures, dates back to the Le Mans winning,
stper-hetoic and faintly nostalgic D-Types.
Two skinny wishbones are complemented
by torsion burs mounted 1o extensions of
the lower wishbones. with telescopic damp-
©f unitx and an anti-roll bar, also connect-
ing the lower wishbones,

Dual ©oil springs are wsed at the rear
with twin teapsverse Jinkx nnd trailing arms,
The entire combination has that properly
unruffled feeling, whether you're pounding
through the potholes on New York's Low.
e East Side or skimming up Highway 1
in a big nuh for n weekend at Polnt Con.
cepcion.

8o, on the surface, nothing seems to have
chonged much in the past two yoars., But
beneath that Dietrich exterior the Jaguar
refinement urtists have been busily at work

The big problem thev've had with the
straight-six XK engine since 1948 |y heep-
ing It cool. Imagine having & dobe, hemi-
headed, 7-main bearing crank, 258 cwin,
kettle. Back in the days when consumers
wero called men and sports car buyers were
known as enthusinsts, vou just had 1o feed
them a blast of cold air in the foce, & sexy
exhast note and an open road and they'd
sell us many cars for von as Coventry
could make, When an XKI120 owner saw
hiv open road dissolve info & snavl of traf-
flc he would light-heartedly whip off down
# side road, or pull over and wait, rather
than let hiv steek-flunked thoroughbred bail
ftsell dry surrounded by jeering 4<loor
conformists, Nowuadays, with open rosds
& common ax toad-in-the-hole, amnd en-
thusiasts only & wistful smile on Ken Par-
dy's lpn, even spores cars must be sllemt
und cool

To thix end laguur has gome overboard
The new cooling system ks completely
sealed with u catch tunk 10 recirculate any
water presaured ot of the system. The wir
intoke in the nose cowl haw beon enlarged
by mo less than 68% —which if anything
enhances the Eaype's looks—io 1 more
cold uir through the benss, crosflow rudhs-
tor, A second thermostatically opernted
electric fan his been udded. On nir-condi-
taned models the fans work continuounly;

on standard models the fans come on as
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so0n as the waler temperature reaches 80*
C. There is a new metered feed system 10
the aluminum heud, with much larper nper-
tures on the witer chunpels leading from
the black to the back of the head than to
the fromt, This obviously forces moare cok)
waler to the ear three Ccylinders, which
are without the benefil of the additional
and incidentul ale cooling being supplied
10 the fromt three. The witer pump has an
inceeawed capocity of 23% and the pamp's
gear mtio, relative 10 engine speed, fuas
been increased from one-to-one o one-1o-
125, And in case all this extra whirring
and shooshing und pomping still doesn'y
do the trick, the tisk of the aluminum heud
warping has been cut 10 a minimuem by
lengthening the head stode from four
inches to 12

Iromically, the onslaught on the conling
System comes ut a time when Jaguar has
actunlly been forced 1o detune the XK en-
gine to meet with US, wir pollution control
standards. The 258 cu. in, displacement
Temnins unchunged, bat the power output
has been dropped from 265 hp at 3400
pm to 246 at S000 rpm. In the interests
of cleaner air, the traditional triple HD.X
SU carburctor setup has given way to a
pair of comtant depression Zenith-Strom.
berps with & manual choke control, and an
claborate dooble manifold has been added
between the inlet and exhaust manifold to
10 assre compliunce with the Clean Air
Act. More by accident than design, this
has also resulted o n loss of forque (283
ft/1s at 4000 Tpm 0a the 67 models 1o
263 {1/1bs at 3000 rpm on the 69}, but,
conversely, performance up to US. apeed
limits by actually Improved over the 1968
triple carburetor setup (quarter-mile fimes
have been reduced from [5.6 seconds to
13.3 w %0 mph). In sddition, the engine
revisions have lowered the tofgue curve
into a far more useable aren. which menns
you can prowl away in top gear from 500
pm on up, with no sign of strafn, This is
the kit of freeway flexibility that heops
your mind off driving when therc's no real
driving 10 be done anyway.

In the stick shift Jagusr of yesterday
this would have heen n blessed reficf, but
on the new cars changing gears fs actuully
fun to do. The Laycock disphragm clurch
s light, withoait making you wonder if
you've just put your fool inte an empty
hole, and smooth and  progressive,
There's u good stubby shift lever crouch-
ing right pext 1o that great wood-rimmed,
Duncan Hamilton,  aluminum-spoked-
drilled-for-lightness, flexy steering  wheel
with & picture of The Cat in Mack, while
and gold mounted in clenr plastic in the
center. You don't exactly flick through the
gears Hke you would on a ZF box, but the
throws are short, and its pretty tough to
Erah the wrong peor even in a panic.

The brakes ure a4 sheer dedight, They
renlly wre. Jaguar hos replaced the old
Lockheed discs with Girling viriety —out-

(Text continued on puge O8;
Specificatlons overfeaf)
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Time flies for everyone except Jaguar.

For them it passes in stately review. In

this evolutiopary context, the years |
have merely served to give them time to
lovingly bring the XK-E to full bloom
with a tasteful refinement here and an
unostentatious modification there
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SUBARU 1000 SPORTS

(Continwed from preceding page)

hairy rlde for the first SO of 60 miles of
driving at anything appeoaching sustained
speads. The combination of ultra-quick
steering amd the roll stiffness ot (he rear
makes the car durty and nervows, giving the
distinct impression that it's ¢ither going to
Jeap chour off the roud oe turn tirtle st the
very meal moment of crisis. In fact it's not
about to o either, and after you've reals
iz thiv it comes as & relief 1w find that the
hundling characterbstics are mestral and
emily controlluble. But don't get un wrong,
i takes getting used (0. A does the com-
bination of quick throtile response and soft
enging mounts which produces o leap-
frogging fendency crawling along in stop-
und-go trafic,

Apart from these Idiosyncrusies the car
is well thought oul and easy 10 live with,
The bshboard is fully instrumented, the
steering wheel, peduls, emergency bruke
und turn signaly are all well-placed and
ciky 10 operate. And, contrary to the tank
slits supplicd in most small cars, visibility
is very good, The door handles, inside and
L, are Do ergomometrnk joy to operate.
Under the hood the engine oil dipstick and
oil filler pre equally well Jocated and easy
10 reach. The cluteh free-play adjusiment

doesa't require oll Kinds of tools or a
truined mechanic on a JeepernCreepers
You simply lift the hood, remove the spare
firc (b yen, innovation is everywhere)
and, apart from the clulch adjustment, all
manner of minor service jobs can be quick-
Iy taken cure of. The Jupanese Bendix
clectric fuel pump hiddes under the spare
is something of a surprise, and the sar
prises don’t end there, Inside. the Subaru
Iy hardly o mind-brote. An avernge-sized
Americun, whoever that &, will find the
combination of cavernous legroom and re-
clining front seats make the cur comfort.
able 1o take further than the stutivn, And
it's mot like sitting on n cushion on the floor
cither, The seats are well dimensioned and
well sprung.

The heating and cooling system does »
very reasonable job, comsidering the price
and class of the car, and ulso shows more
origimal thought, Subaru engineers com-
bined the cooling system for the engine
with the heating svstem of the passenger
compartment, suving i radintor amd & fan
in the process. Air dimwn through the cool.
Ing radiator by the squirrel cage blawer s
ducted 1o the Interior and, since the system
& thermostatically controlled, the warm.up
time is relatively short. Feeal nir is uvail

able throngh a cowl.mounted Inake.
Esthetically spenking, the Subatu Is Hike
most of fhe Tapanese producty in the autos
mative ficld. It suffers from o totnl lack of
personality: It is neither attrnctive nor un-
netrsctive. It's slightly reminiscent of the
Fiat 124, the Ford Model C and the Opel
Kadett, oll wrupped into one and stamped
“Utility Model" The fest car was styled
in Jupan for the Japanese market, which
probably oxplaine why it was so thin
skinned. The sheet metal looks and feely
about s solid ux old rice paper or an acid-
dipped Penske Cumaro, bul the peperal
standard of finish s surpeivingly good,
There you have it. If you gnore the “real
automobile™ aspects of the Subaru what's
left s o cheap, hard-riding car with u ot
of goufu; not wholly unlike its anticedent,
the bug-cyed Sprite. But the Japunese have
managed 10 condense many “real automo-
bike™ features into the car to even get this
fur. What needs o be done now is to
persuinde Subaruw 1o hury the 360, which
is nothing short of a mechanised chamber
pat, M n convenient witermelon patch and
start importing the 1000 Sports to the
USA. At the present time that looks like
& remote possibility, whot with emission
regulations being whut they are, bat there
is & Subaro 1000 sedan already on is way,
»0 who can be certain, °

JAGUAR 4.2 XK-E

(Conrinned from page 42}
board on the front, inhourd on the rear.
The new disss are specially damped, with
two operuting svlimlens on the outside face
and ooe on the inside. They don't even
socal any maore. Jaguar overcame  this
problem with great ingenuity, by machin-
g 0 Meein, groove oul of the circumfer-
ence of the disc and filling It with u soft
irom core, 1y getting better all the time,
The car in av well instrumented as n
707, Ten toggle awitches controlling the
lights, wipers and windshichd  wishers,
strctch across the center. And, right in
front of the driver, there's o giant and highly
fegible tuchometer and specdometer. But
My thit huge wood-rimmed steering whee!
thal predominutes the cool leather interior,

When you put this Kind of a packuge
together over eight years or more, you
should come up with o major and sophis-
ticated automobile, and that's just what
Tuguar has done.

Driving the XK-E grows on you in an
impressive and unstoppable woy, Accord-
Ing 1o il the Faguar ads you've ever reod
the car has a top speed of 150 mph, und
with a 2.90-10-0ne rear axke ratio that may
be perfectly true. Bt the standurd final
drive ratio on can imported to the US,
is 3.5440-one which chops the 10p speed
10 near 110 mph at 000 rpm

To start with the car feels big und lazy,
The long bulbous hood stretches away fo
ifinity, and loafing ulong ot the legal lim-
it with the sccelerator barely depressed is

A semsbous expenence in itself, The throt.
tle feels @ otiff an 0 dead pedal, but keep
squeezing and the car responds with un-
nerving resetves of power, Bead it into &
seriex of turns and the E-type suddenly
comex 1o life with o very sutisfying, light
but sore-footed feeling. The famous ex-
hanst note crackles apd rumbles, the servo-
ussisted brakes drog you down effortienly
undd  endlessly, und squatting  on ity
haunches, the car tracks itn way throagh
comers with impeccable manners. The
quicker you go the more the car seems to
gather itself together. That long hood
keeps pointing itself in precisely the dires-
Hon your wim i,

There are drawhacks, bul compared o
the overnll effect they become trifling. With
nll this going for you the wind noise at
BO i easily bearable. The angle of the
leather seat bucks s adjustable, but for
tall people with big feet the pedals nre
oo close together for nimost anything ex-
cept bare feel, and although even & mon-
poloid ape could struight-arm the sleering
wheel, his hoces would be jammed up
ugainy the bottom of the wood rm. Ad-
Just the rear view mirror once 100 oftea
and Wl come off in your hand. The
2apeed triple wiper blades still munage
to leave a larse area of the curved wind-
shield unswept, and the frume for the soft
top is uncomfortably close 1o n tall driv
o’s temple. But w0 what? The Jaguar
XK-E is one hell of o lot of motorcar-
cum-snob-appeal for under SH00. Give it
another yeur or two and W1l even make
the Queen's list of hirthday honors, along
with The Rolling Stooes, L]
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